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York Times in 1864, and Raymond had an editor's unerring eye for this sort of thing. Massachusetts
congressman George Boutwell, reminiscing for Allen Thorndike Rice twenty years after Lincoln's death,
thought that "Lincoln's fame" would "be carried along the ages" by his writings, and especially the "three great
papers ... the proclamation of emancipation, his oration at Gettysburg, and his second inaugural address."
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Island
before
in the contraband
the issuing of the
camp
Craney's
President's
that they were free." He was embarrassed
Proclamation,
was
to discover,
that the Norfolk
after the proclamation
published,
to
But when
district had been exempted.
the contrabands
appealed
Island "to ask him if there was no hope
the army surgeon at Craney's
across Hampton
for them," he pointed
Roads toward Fortress Mon
roe and asked, "What should you do if you knew that you could
become
free by going to yonder point." Three hundred
"took the
.. and

hint.

went

to Fortress

Monroe."11

More

former slaves
than seventy years after the proclamation,
as
interviewed
slave
part of the Works
Project Administration's
as "a good man and want
narrative
project still spoke of Lincoln
to be free, both white
and black." Some had even
ed everybody
own private
into
Lincoln
their
of eman
incorporated
mythologies
I
I
Lincoln?
"Did
ebber
ob
Abraham
hear
his
histo
got
cipation:
was
in
He
de
de
of
United
here
house.
ry right
my
president
slave. He come to Beaufort
States that freed four million
befo' de
war

at da Okas. He
house
and
ain't
know
nobody
gold-headed
'till he write
de president
States been to Beaufort
of de United
de door and send urn his gold
back and tell urn to look behind
and

et dinner

to Col.

Paul Hamilton
cane dere
walking

left his

headed

walking

. ,"12

cane..

11. H. C. Bruce, The New Man
Conn.: Negro
Universities
Press,
1969),
(Westport,
for Oct. 30, 1862, in Missouri
1862-1864:
Diaries
Ordeal,
102; diary
entry
of Willard
Hall Mendenhall,
ed. M. M. Frazier
Calif.: Carl Boyer,
(Newhall,
1985), 84; Marcel
to Brig. Gen. H.
to Lincoln,
lus Mundy
Nov.
27, 1862, in Free at Last, 83; Rousseau
ser. 1, vol. 31
Jan. 30, 1864, in Official Records,
(pt. 2), 268; Lucy Chase,
Whipple,
Jan. 15,1863,

in Dear Ones

at Home:

Tenn.: Vanderbilt
(Nashville,
12. Marrs,
Life and History
Gilbert,
1885), 22; Alexander
and Sketch of the Twenty-ninth
Mnemosyne,
Heroic Age

1969),

65-66;

L. Swint
Letters from Contraband
Camps, ed. Henry
Press,
1966), 23.
&
(Louisville,
Elijah P. Marrs
Ky: Bradley
Out of the Briars: An Autobiography
Newton,
Heritage
University
of the Rev.

Connecticut
Volunteers
(1910; rept. Miami:
Regiment
Been in the Storm So Long, 577; Hay,
"The
Litwack,
in At Lincoln's
Side: John Hay's Civil War Correspondence

Leon

inWashington,"
and Selected Writings,
of Illinois Press,
ed. Michael
(Urbana: University
Burlingame
Lincoln and the Negro
Quarles,
(New York: Oxford
2000), 130; Benjamin
University
Press,
1962), 182; Jane Johnson
S.C.) and Sam Mitchell
(Beaufort,
(Columbia,
S.C),
in The American
Volume
Slave, A Composite
3, Part 3, South Carolina
Autobiography,

Narratives,

51, 203.
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Lincoln personal
retailed stories that described
ex-slaves
a column of black
at
at
of
the
head
the
gates
plantation
ly appearing
no
more
master
"You
ain't
and no
the
soldiers,
cook,
got
telling
more missus,"
or opening
and telling the newly
the smokehouse
freed slaves,
take what
you need; cook your
"Help yourselves;
selves a good meal!" The freed slaves at Port Royal, South Caroli
be "made to believe he was
na, could only "with some difficulty"
not a Colored man, who went
for jobs of rails to
around, begging
Other

was made president."13
split, till he
even
But
then, the note of ambivalence
who had impatiently
Douglass,
snapped

was

there. Frederick
on the pages
at Lincoln
came away from
indifference,

for sloth and
in August
to find the
Lincoln
1863 surprised
man
I
in
"the
first
talked
with
the
United
that
States
great
president
no
me of the difference
in
instance
reminded
who
be
freely,
single
tween himself
and myself,
of color." Douglass
of the difference
in a eulogy
in December
1865 as "emphatically
spoke of Lincoln
as "the
In
1883
he
Lincoln
the colored man's
president."
praised
ever
over
statesman
Re
destinies
of
that
the
this
greatest
presided
one man of all the millions
our countrymen
to
and
"the
of
public"
... than to
in
indebted
other."
whom we are more
Yet,
1876,
any
few of the fruits blacks had anticipat
with emancipation
yielding
a more bitter note. Speaking
at the dedica
sounded
ed, Douglass
tion of Thomas
Ball's Emancipation
in Washington,
Monument
Lincoln as "a white man" who "shared the prej
described
Douglass
of Douglass' Monthly
first meeting
with

his

common

to his countrymen
toward the colored race." While
true that "in his heart of hearts he loathed and hated
sla
was
same
as
not
the
with
the
victims
that
very,"
thing
sympathy
cautioned.
of it. "We are at best only his step-children,"
Douglass
Lincoln
"was not, in the fullest sense of the word,
either our man

udices
it was

or our model."

abolition
"the genuine
ground, Mr. Lincoln
was
one
and
It
indifferent."
only when
tardy, cold, dull,
saw
and
Lincoln
the
of
back
against
stepped
seething background
across
Union
the
Great
racism
the
that
white
Emancipator
appeared
From

seemed

"swift,

zealous,

radical,

and determined."14

Lincoln and the Negro,
13. Quarles,
146; "The Emancipation,"
Inquir
Philadelphia
New York Times, Jan. 2, 1863; C. R.
er, Jan. 2, 1863; "The President's
Proclamation,"
H. Wig
Barteau
Jan. 8, 1863, in Free at Last, 97; William
[2nd Tennessee
Cavalry],
Celebrations
of
(Knoxville:
University
Emancipation
gins, O Freedom! Afro-American
in South Carolina
and the Ex
Tennessee
Press,
1987), 71; Mrs. A. M. French,
Slavery
Slaves; or, The Port Royal Mission
in Reminiscences
14. Douglass,

1862), 143.
(New York: W M. French,
"Our Work
Lincoln,
193; Douglass,
of Abraham
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remained
isolat
however,
suspicions,
comparatively
reason:
African
American
Lin
adulation
of
the
good
even
to
it
not
that
could
edge
Douglass
sharp political
as heirs of Lin
If blacks could claim themselves
afford to blunt.
coln's special attention
and interest as the Great Emancipator,
then
an
to Lincoln's memory
add valuable
that
appeal
might
leverage
their claim to a real share in American
life. "Abra
strengthened
is this name!" exclaimed
ham Lincoln! What mighty magic
James
in 1909. "With talismanic pow
L. Curtis on the Lincoln Centennial
aimed at a defenceless
the darts of hate and malice
er, it swerves
Douglass's
ed. And with
coln had a

race, so that though
they wound,
they do not destroy. With anti
so that it does
it nullifies
the virus of proscription
dotal efficacy,
not stagnate
the blood nor paralyze
the limb of an up-treading
and
came
T.
race."15
Booker
who
the
of
closest
on-going
Washington,
a
to
sort
American
of
national
for
African
any
being
spokesman
in the Jim Crow era, lauded Lincoln
American
in 1891 as
blacks
"that great man,
and in his autobiography,
the 'first American,'"
not
"I
I
I say that I
do
think
claimed,
go too far when
Washington
article that has been
have read nearly every book and magazine
In literature he has been my pa
Lincoln.
about Abraham
tron saint." A. B. Daniel's
1896 lithograph,
Proclama
Emancipation
a rolled copy of the Proclamation
to
tion, depicts Lincoln handing
an
poem
angel "sent from the Lord above." An accompanying
urges blacks to: "Reverence him, though our skins are dark, / Rev
erence him in our churches
and parks; / Let us teach our children
to do the same, / And teach them never to forget his name.
/ He

written

was

our

Moses,

to us

and

our

race,

/ And

our

children

should

nev

. .. / God was with him as we all can see. /
forget his face.
Lincoln! We are forever free!"
Praise him: Reverence
In the 1918 poster Welcome Home, a black soldier returning
from
a portrait
the First World War greets his family underneath
of
er

inMemory
of Abraham
"Oration
3-4,1863,
Lincoln,"
Apr. 14,1876,
Remain
States Cannot
Half-Slave
and Half-Free,"
16, 1883,
Apr.
in Frederick Douglass:
Selected Speeches
and Writings,
ed. Philip
S. Foner
(Chicago:
Lawrence
Hill Books,
618, 621, 667. See also John Mercer
1999), 551-52,
Langston,
in Freedom and Citizenship:
Selected Lectures and Addresses
"The Exodus,"
(Washing

Not

and

Done,"

Dec.

"The United

and William
Pratt (Newberry,
ton, 1883), 233-34,
S.C.) and Ed Barber
(Winnsboro,
Volume 2, Part 1, 36, and Vol
Slave, A Composite Autobiography,
S.C.) in The American
ume 3, Part 3, South Carolina Narratives,
279.
15. James L. Curtis,
Lincoln"
"Abraham
[Feb. 12, 1909], in Masterpieces
of Negro
Eloquence: The Best Speeches Delivered
by the Negro
Time (New York: Bookery,
1914), 321-22.

from

the Days

of Slavery

to the Present
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surrounds
the 1919 print, The Emancipation
Proclamation,
oval of Lincoln with vignettes
of black accomplishment.
The first African American
of Lincoln, William
Lilly's
biography
as
1932 Set My People Free reaches only as far as his inauguration
same
as
a
in 1861, but all the
it portrays Lincoln
president
life-long
enemy of slavery.16
For more than a half-century
after the proclamation,
African Amer
was
icans turned its anniversary
into an emancipation
holiday. There
no uniformity
in the exact date, since there had been no uniformity
to when news of the proclamation
slaves.
reached the ears of many
In the North,
and
Novem
22,
4,
1,
6,
July
September
August
April
some aspect of
for their connections
ber 1 were all celebrated
with
Lincoln;
a central

in Texas, blacks

chose June 19?"Juneteenth"?as
their
news
was
not
of
the
offi
the
Emancipation
proclamation
Day,
was
to
Texas
read
slaves
until
1865.
What
June 19,
cially
probably
the first of these jubilees occurred on New Year's Day in 1866, when
over ten thousand blacks crowded
race-course
to hear
the Charleston
and
Union
from
African-American
white
army generals
speeches
emancipation;

since

Over the years,
barbecues,
prayer-meetings,
of
the
Emancipation
ings

ministers.

festivals
included parades,
emancipation
sermons, speeches, and invariably, read
Proclamation.
(As late as the 1970s, Wil
still
liam Wiggins
found that the Atlanta
celebrations
emancipation
One
readers
of
of
the
recruited
the
organiz
proclamation.
eagerly
a "reading
ers explained
that they wanted
of the Emancipation
a
so
fire for the audience,"
and
Proclamation
that it is
burning
a person who would
"whenever
really do it with un
they found
it was a great and glorious
derstanding,
thing").17

"A Sunday
Talk"
16. Washington,
[Feb. 8, 1891], in The Booker T Wash
Evening
of Illinois Press,
ed. Louis Harlan
(Urbana: University
1974), 3:130;
ington Papers,
Mar.
in
Lorenzo
26,
1931,
J. Greene
entry,
diary
for Carter G.
Selling Black History
A Diary,
ed. A. F. Strickland
Woodson:
of Missouri
1930-33,
(Columbia:
University
in Edna Greene
here are reproduced
Press,
1996), 333. The three images mentioned
to the Dreamed
of Promise
of Freedom':
African-Amer
Them
Medford,
"'Beckoning
of Emancipation,"
in The Lincoln Forum: Abraham
Proclamation
icans and Lincoln's
and the Civil War, ed. John Y. Simon, Harold
Williams
H?lzer,
Lincoln, Gettysburg
Pederson

Abraham
1999), 46, and Schwartz,
(Mason City, la.: Savas Publishing,
the Forge of National Memory,
"The Emancipator
215, 244; Roy P. Basier,
in Changing
of the Union,"
in The Lincoln Legend: A Study
Conceptions

coln and
Savior

ton: Houghton
17. Michael

Mifflin,

K?mmen,
Elizabeth
Hyde

123-24;
& Shepard,
tions,

1893),

203-5;

1935),

Lin
and
(Bos

220.

Mystic
Botume,
Wiggins,

122,
(New York: Knopf,
1991),
ofMemory
First Days Amongst
the Contrabands
Lee
(Boston:
Celebra
O Freedom! Afro-American
Emancipation

Chords

16-17.
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In 1913 the fiftieth anniversary
of the proclamation
a rush of black celebrations.
A bill to fund a national

brought

on

emancipa
but oth
lengthy hearings,
a full calendar
to mark
cities sponsored
of events
In North Carolina,
the anniversary.
the Negro
Ex-Slaves Associa
a reunion of former slaves; in Richmond,
a Nation
tion organized
summer
in
al Negro
of
in
debuted
the
1915;
Exposition
Chicago,
turned out for exhibitions
Lin
that memorialized
135,000 people
coln and the progress
of American
blacks since the proclamation.
W. E. B. DuBois,
the leading black intellectual
of his generation,
a
wrote
Association
of
for
the
National
"pageant
Negro
history"
entitled
Star of Ethi
for the Advancement
of Colored
The
People
to
commemorate
and
in Octo
for nine nights
opia
emancipation,
tion exhibition
er states and

in Congress

died

after

1913 it packed
the Twelfth Regiment
three thou
Armory with
an ode
sand people
each night. James Weldon
Johnson composed
on
for the front page of the New York Times
New Year's Day 1913
as the beginning
the
Years,"
entitled,
"Fifty
proclamation
hailing
as the patron
freedom
and Lincoln
saint: "O brothers
of black
our ken, /
half a century
mine,
sweeps
to-day we stand / Where
ber

Since God,
and

Lincoln's

through
us

made

ready hand,

/ Struck

off our bonds

men."18

For at least

and the
another
the image of Lincoln
generation,
as the
a
of
American
exerted
still
proclamation
symbols
belonging
on
rise
of
Crow
black
The
Jim
powerful
loyalties.
pull
segregation
in the South occurred hand
in hand with
the efforts of Southern
ers to downplay
of slavery both for the war and
the significance
for Lincoln,
and blacks battled back by keeping
slavery and Lin
at the forefront of the na
coln's image as the Great Emancipator
tion's memory.
view of this great
"There is a belated but persisting
as a sort of sublimated
character
concerned
politician,
only with
E.
at
warned
Albert
the
Howard
Univer
Union,"
saving
Pillsbury
was
tactic
but
the
of
Southern
this,
sity;
explained,
Pillsbury
only
to deprive
white
racists who wanted
blacks of Lincoln's mantle.
Even Paul Robeson,
at the nether end of the political
from
spectrum
name
as
a
of
sort
the
this
time
invoked
Lincoln,
any Republican,
at the funeral of Mother
of honorary
In 1951, speaking
socialist.
"in
tradition
of Sojourner Truth,
Robeson
the
Bloor
Bloor,
grouped
Harriet
and Thaddeus
Tubman,
Lincoln, Douglass
John Brown,
18. David
bridge:
(Boston:

W.

Harvard
Cornhill,

Blight,

Race

University
1917),

and Reunion:

Press,
1, 13.

2001),

The Civil War
370-74;

Johnson,

in American

Memory
Fifty Years & Other
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one of the most
of
creating
jumbled versions
thereby
seen
more
a
in
America.
And
little
than
de
yet
ancestor-worship
cade later, Martin
Luther King stood on the steps of the Lincoln
to tell of his "dream" of racial harmony
and call upon
Memorial
to fulfill the promise of Lincoln's
Americans
decree."19
"momentous
But even as King spoke, a vast disenchantment
with Lincoln and
was
to the surface of African Ameri
the proclamation
struggling
was
a
am
can culture.
It
with
disenchantment
long roots in the
bivalence
like Douglass
and the failure of Recon
of abolitionists
to do with
struction.
But it had even more
1920
the rise, between
to
black middle
and 1960, of a self-assertive
class more
inclined
Stevens,"

to the image of Lincoln
in de
fight in the courts than to appeal
in white-collar
of black males
fense of their rights. The proportion
a
4 percent of the African American
male
jobs rose from minuscule
women
in
to
22
with
black
similar
percent,
jobs rising
population
the Great
from 6 percent to 36 percent of African American
women;
to
black
urban
blacks
caused
of
the
North
the
percent
Migration
to agriculture
to drop from 43
of African Americans
bound
to
14
incomes
doubled
1940
black
between
percent
percent;
family
rose
of
and I960, and, perhaps most
black
life
all,
expectancy
telling
as
did
landmark
10.5
the
These
years.
gains, coming
before
they
by
laws in the 1950s and 1960s, were
series of Civil Rights
the work
at
bristled
the
then
Americans
who
of African
themselves,
sugges
on a leg up from Abraham
tion that they were dependent
Lincoln.20
at the
If anything,
of black bourgeoisie
the arrival of a vanguard
land of the American
middle
class only
of the promised
borders
at the survivals
of inequality
that re
black resentment
sharpened
age

mained.

with
this arc of black middle-class
disenchantment
W.
in
E.
B.
of
mixed-race
than
Dubois.
Born
1868
greater accuracy
a Ph.D. from the Univer
inMassachusetts
and boasting
parentage
no
as an eman
to Lincoln
of
DuBois
felt
debt
Berlin,
sity
personal
to
in
and
little
need
himself
the
cipator
personal
drape
protective
in an
earliest appraisal
of Lincoln,
imagery of Lincoln.21 Dubois's
No

one

traced

19. Pillsbury,
Lincoln and Slavery
Mifflin,
1913), 10-11; Robe
(Boston: Houghton,
ed. Philip S. Foner
son, Paul Robeson Speaks: Writings,
(New York:
Speeches, Interviews,
283.
186,
Brunner/Mazel,
1978),
"Black Professionals
and Race Consciousness:
20. Darlene
Clark Hi?e,
Origins
89 (March
of the Civil Rights Movement,
1890-1950,"
Journal of American
History
America
in Black and
and Abigail
Thernstrom
1279-81;
Thernstrom,
Stephan
Indivisible
One Nation,
89,183-89.
1997), 80-82,
(New York: Simon & Shuster,
admitted W. E. B. DuBois,
this was
the fruit of the "pro
21. "Curiously
enough,"

2003):
White:
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on Lincoln's Birth
at Jane Addams's
Hull House
On
but
distant.
the one hand, DuBois
respectful
about speaking of Lincoln as "the man who pre
States
served the American
union,
swept slavery from the United
But DuBois
and is looked upon as ... 'the First American.'"
thought
the greatness
of Lincoln was best measured
by the fact that, al

address delivered
day in 1907, was
had no reluctance

see the
though "he did not always
right at first," he always retained
a "capacity
him to turn and become
for growth"
that allowed
the
man who
into freedom."
That capacity
"led the very leaders
for
to
to
and
DuBois
Americans
"take
led
self-examination
urge
growth
and "make America
still a land where men like
pattern of Lincoln"
Lincoln may flourish and be recognized?a
land of opportunity
and
not simply to the rich, but to the poor, not simply
of opportunity
to the Gentile,
to the white,
but to the Jew, not simply
but to the
a
land
of
for
all
and
all
for
too."22
men,
women,
black,
opportunity
Over the next decade and a half, with
rise of black
the shocking
race riots in
and other north
lynchings, white
Chicago,
Springfield,
ern cities, the rebirth of the Ku Klux Klan, and the
failure
gloomy
to do anything
to alleviate
the bur
of Wilsonian
internationalism
of Lincoln
fell. Lincoln
estimate
of blacks at home, DuBois's
convert to racial equality
less a teachable
seemed
and more a
is to
combination
of redneck bigot and white
paternalist?which
like the irksome white bluestockings
he had to deal with
say, more
as part of his work
in founding
In 1917, in an address
the NAACP.

dens
now

to the InterCollegiate
Socialist
Society, DuBois
point
offhandedly
is called the Emancipator"
ed to the irony of "the very man who
and not
that "his object was
the integrity of the Union
declaring
the emancipation
of the slaves; that if he could keep the Union
from
to
not
exist
would
allow
he
but
would
being disrupted,
only
slavery
it." Five years later, as editor of the NAACP's
mag
loyally protect

T. Washington,
to look for
Booker
blacks
nemesis,
advising
in economic
rather than politics. Washing
self-improvement
in 'work
from effort to interest Negroes
1900 to change
"began with
to invest
to inducing
in business
the hands'
him
and profit by exploita
ing with
tion of labor. Thus
insurance
and
retail business,
distribution
of goods,
companies,
white
collar work
of all kinds
increased
among Negroes.
By the time the Second
paganda"

of DuBois's

and
equality
ton's disciples

respect

was
American
in the hands
of a new Negro
opened,
Negro
leadership
"Africa
and
the
American
DuBois,
[1955] in
bourgeoisie...."
Negro
Intelligentsia,"
in Periodicals
Edited by Others, ed. Herbert Aptheker
(Mill
Writings
by W. E. B. DuBois
N.Y.: Kraus-Thomson,
wood,
1982), 3:252.

World

War

22. DuBois,
ited by Others,

"Abraham

Lincoln,"

in Writings

by W.

E. B. DuBois

in Periodicals

373-80.
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was more
ascerbic.
The Crisis, Dubois
black and
Shocking
Lincoln as "a poor Southern
described
readers alike, DuBois
and unusually
educated
of illegitimate
birth, poorly
white,
ugly,
That he should also be the author of black
ill-dressed."
awkward,
to DuBois
to be in
freedom only showed
that "he was big enough
a
Ne
consistent?cruel,
merciful;
peace-loving,
fighter; despising

azine,
white

and letting them fight and vote; protecting
slavery and free
to recant on the
The
forced
Dubois
slaves."
outcry
subsequent
ing
not
But
surrender
of
Crisis.
Dubois
could
The
his criticism
pages
so naive as to
not
to
be
he
warned
blacks
and
forget that
entirely,
a
same
wrote
had
uttered
Lincoln
the
also
who
the
proclamation
groes

comments
about blacks.23
string of racist and derogatory
on
issued no more qualifications
Once he left The Crisis, DuBois
a
on
In
lecture in 1936
and So
"The Negro
the subject of Lincoln.
DuBois mentioned
Lincoln only as the cham
cial Reconstruction,"
not emancipation.
In 1952, as DuBois
pion of colonization,
plunged
he mocked
and pan-Africanism,
the naive
further into Marxism
belief that Lincoln had any interest in the slaves for their own sake.
in emancipation
for the slaves, not because
"The Civil War resulted
or Abraham
Lincoln
for
free
the North
this, but because
fought
the South was the only
labor supported
dom for the slaves whose
to win

the war." The only good thing he could say about the
at the end of his life was
that "the task was
left un
proclamation
he never published.24
that comment,
finished"?and
in 1963, the year of the proc
in Ghana,
DuBois died, an expatriate

way

arrived
lamation's centennial. That time, unlike 1913, the anniversary
and denial. The organizer
of a sympo
under a cloud of bitterness
at the University
sium on the proclamation
of Chicago wondered
was not a grand and official national
cele
"there
sardonically
why
of
Procla
the
bration of the hundredth
anniversary
Emancipation
"What
mation"
and answered his question with a another question:
in The Fire Next Time, advised
is there to celebrate?"
James Baldwin,

in W. E. B. DuBois
of Problems,"
Speaks: Speeches and
S. Foner
York:
ed. Philip
Pathfinder
Press,
1970), 261;
(New
Lincoln"
"Abraham
[Sept. 1922], inW. E. B.
[May 1922] and "Lincoln Again"
of America,
ed. Nathan
(New York: Library
1986), 1196,
Huggins
Writings,

23. DuBois,
Addresses,
DuBois,
DuBois:

"The Problem

1890-1919,

1197-98.
at Ameri
24. Dubois,
and Social Reconstruction"
"The Negro
[1936], "Address
can Labor Party Election
to the Honorable
[Oct. 22, 1952], and "A Petition
Rally"
Racism: Unpublished
[1961], in Against
John F. Kennedy"
Essays, Papers, Addresses,
of Mas
ed. Herbert
1887-1961,
(Amherst:
University
Aptheker
by W. E. B. DuBois,
sachusetts

Press,

1985),

107, 284,

319.
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one hundred
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he had to do was get up one morning
I think I'm gon' free the slaves today. It just ain't
and say, 'Doggonit!
own other folks.' Itwas that
to
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for
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simple....
right
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the whole

time. All

cipator."28

now turned into outright denunciation,
marked
Disenchantment
Lerone
Bennett
the
in
when
wicked
1968,
posed
February
vividly
"Was Abe Lincoln aWhite
question,
Supremacist?"
ly provocative
on the pages of the black cultural magazine
pro
Ebony. Student
at once took up Bennett's
testers at Howard
cry, de
University
as a reactionary
white
Lincoln...
"Abraham
suprema
nouncing
on "molding
civil
based
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the sexual, social, political, and economic
interests of Whites.
Every
. ..
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he
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said,
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the engagement
of blacks and whites
when
So, at just the moment
as Americans
has never been more necessary?simply
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name of economic
in the face
in
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Julius Wilson
argues)
even at the moment
economic
of devastating
globalization?and
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(as Orlando
and civil
been closer to the goal of economic
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nett's book was,
simply
funnelled
of the depth of that bitterness,
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ular symbol of racial reconciliation
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to American
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in particular.
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defeated
Confedera
negro
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